Amendments to the Specification; 

Please amend paragraph [000022] with the following amended paragraph: 
[000022] Referring to FIGs. 1 and 2, the operation of the secure communication system 
10 will be described. As shown by block 200, to start the operation, the secure distribution 
server 16a either generates its own asymmetric key pair, such as a public key associated with 
the secure distribution server (PkSDS) 36 and a corresponding private key associated with the 
secure distribution server (PrSDS) 38 and the associated public key certificate or may obtain 
the asymmetric key pair from a suitable certificate issuing authority. When a user of the 
sender 12 signs up to use the service provided by the secure distribution server 16a, the 
secure distribution server 16a or other entity provides die public key associated with the 
secure distribution server (PkSDS) to the sender 12 or the sender pulls the information from a 
suitable location. As such, the sender 12 has a copy of the PkSDS 36 stored, for example, in 
a local cache to facilitate off line encryption of the secret key 30 for the secure distribution 
server or may obtain the public key 36 of the secure distribution server during an on line 
session if desired. A different secret key may be generated for each message. 
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